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Mission of the NIMHD

The mission of NIMHD is to lead scientific research to improve 
minority health and eliminate health disparities. 
To accomplish this, NIMHD: 
• Plans, reviews, coordinates, and evaluates all minority 

health and health disparities research and activities of the 
National Institutes of Health 

• Conducts and supports research in minority health and 
health disparities 

• Promotes and supports the training of a diverse research 
workforce 

• Translates and disseminates research information 
• Fosters innovative collaborations and partnerships 











Application Process Timeline

September 1 – November 15: Application Cycle

November 15, 8 p.m. ET: Application Deadline

February – May: Application Peer Review

May: Initial Selection Begins

May – July: Financial Vetting

Late Summer: Final Funding Decisions and Recipient 
Notification

August – September: Contract Signing

November: First Payment to Lender



Apply online by 8.p.m. ET on November 15 at 
http://www.lrp.nih.gov
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Loan Repayment Program
Eligibility

Individuals are not eligible for the NIH LRPs if they:

• Have a Federal judgment lien against their property arising from a 
Federal debt

• Are a full-time Federal government employee or VA Fellow                     
• Owe an obligation of health professional service to the Federal 

government, a state, or other entity, unless deferrals are granted for 
the length of their LRP service obligation

• NRSA T32, T90 and F32 awardees are eligible. NIH grants a 

deferral of the NRSA service obligation.



Loan Repayment Program,  
Additional Eligibility Requirement for L32

An Individual from disadvantaged background means an individual who: 

(1) comes from an environment that inhibited the individual from 
obtaining the knowledge, skill and ability required to enroll in and 
graduate from a health professions school; or 

(2) comes from a family with an annual income below a level based on 
low-income thresholds according to family size published by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, adjusted annually for changes in the Consumer 
Price Index, and adjusted by the Secretary for use in all health 
professions programs. The Secretary periodically publishes these 
income levels in the Federal Register. 



Loan Repayment Program
Qualifying Loans (1)

NIH will repay:

• Educational loans guaranteed by the U.S. Government
• Educational loans from accredited U.S. academic institutions and commercial lenders

NIH will not repay:

• Non-education loans (e.g., home equity loans)
• Loans consolidated with another individual (e.g., spouse or child)
• PLUS loans to parents

EXCEPTION:  PLUS loans disbursed to graduate and professional students on or 

after July 1, 2006, qualify for LRP repayment

• Loans that have been converted to a service obligation
• Delinquent loans, loans in default, or loans not current in repayment
• Non-US based loans (i.e.; Loans from another country)



Loan Repayment Program 
Qualifying Loans (2)

Most student loans qualify:
• NIH prioritizes the order in which loans are paid, giving priority to 

DHHS loans and Federal Loans first. If the debt on government loans 
is paid down, the NIH will then repay institutional loans.  Private 
Loans have the lowest priority rating(click here to find more 
information on prioritization).

• NIH issues payments directly to lenders (not awardees) on a 
quarterly basis.



Loan Repayment Program
Consolidated Loans

The LRP will repay Consolidated Loans, provided all loans in the 

Consolidation are eligible for repayment. 

• You can consolidate your loans from undergraduate,       
graduate/medical degree training

• You can not consolidate your loans with loans held by another person 
• You can not consolidate your student loans with non- educational 

loans.
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NIMHD Loan Repayment Program Purpose

L32

Clinical 
Research for 

Individuals from 
Disadvantaged 
Backgrounds

Recruitment & 
Retention of 

qualified health 
professionals as 

research 
investigators to 

careers in 
research

L60

Extramural 
Loan 

Repayment 
Program for 

Health 
Disparities
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Peer Review at NIMHD

Submission to DLR  (1 Sep to 15 Nov)

To CSR to get an application number 

To NIMHD for review (Dec)

The application is reviewed by two scientists  (Feb-May) 

Score is released to program officer and DLR Staff. (Mid May)



How are NIH LRP applications evaluated?
Likelihood that the applicant will continue in a career focused on research 

Appropriateness of the 
applicant's previous training 
and experience to prepare 
for a research career 

Appropriateness 
of the proposed 
research activities 
during the LRP 
award period to 
foster a career in 
researchCommitment to a research 

career, as reflected by the 
personal statement of long-term 
career goals and plan to achieve 
those goals 

Strength of the 
reference letters 
(recommendations) 
attesting to the 
applicant's potential 
for a successful 
career in research 





How are NIH LRP applications evaluated? 
How are renewal applications evaluated?

Assessment of 
the applicant's 
development 
as an 
independent 
investigator 

Assessment of 
the applicant's 
research 
accomplishments 
during the 
previous LRP 
support period





How are NIH LRP applications evaluated?
How are results of LRP peer review communicated?

Scores are not released to 
applicants

Call the Program Staff for feedback  
(late July)



Please contact us as needed

➢ Division of Loan Repayment--Contact at 
any time

➢ Program Officer

To submit for the current application cycle-
May to November 15, 2018
For feedback after review is completed—
late July, 2018 or later

➢ Scientific Review Officer

To address issues once the application 
has been submitted—November 16, 2017 
–May 1, 2018



Contacts

Program Officers
Dorothy M. Castille, PhD
Dorothy.Castille@nih.gov

301-594-9411

Adelaida Rosario, PhD
Adelaida.Rosario@nih.gov

301-594-8683

Vincent Thomas, MSW, MPA
Vincent.ThomasJr@nih.gov

301-402-2516

Scientific Review Team
Maryline Laude-Sharp, PhD
mlaudesharp@mail.nih.gov

301-451-9536

Division of Loan Repayment (DLR) Helpdesk
LRP@nih.gov
866-849-4047
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